2018-2019 SEASON

AMERICAN ROOTS
Parent/Teacher Guide

PARENT/TEACHER GUIDE
This season’s Young People’s Concerts asks the question “what makes music
American?” Do you know what make makes music American? Antonin Dvorak, a
Czech composer, was invited to start a new National Conservative of Music in
New York City in 1892. That’s a very special music school. To get him to leave his
homeland the woman who had the money to start the Conservatory promised
him three times what he was paid in his homeland. He came to New York and
created some very American music. Part of the reason the music he created while
he was in the United States is so unusual is because he was an amazing
listener. He listened to anything that he heard around him, from the sounds of
trains and city streets and prairie birds to the music of other cultures. He was
especially interested in the music of African-Americans and Native Americans.
Other important composers in American music are brothers, George and Ira
Gershwin. They composed many American musicals and perhaps the most
important jazz themed orchestra piece called Rhapsody in Blue. Their music
follows the trend of having influence of other cultures. America is a melting pot
after all.
Can you think of other American music and what influenced it?
The program will feature baritone, William Sharp and pianists, Paul Sanchez.
William Sharp is a praised vocalist all over the United State and is known as the
best vocalist of American folk songs. Paul Sanchez lives in South Carolina but
travels all over the United State and Europe to perform and record music on
piano.
Use this packet to help your children better understand what exactly a Symphony
Orchestra is!

WHO IS ON STAGE?

Masetro Delta David Gier
Music Director

Paul Sanchez
Pianist

William Sharp
Baritone Vocalist

Doosook Kim
Concert Master

Lesson Plan 1: Music Terms
Subject Area
Standard(s) Used
Lesson Objective(s)

Materials
Time
Activities
Assessment
Homework

Third Grade Music
Music Standard Three: Treading
Indicator 1. Students will read and notate music.
3 - 4 Benchmarks
Students will…
c. identify symbols and traditional terms referring to dynamics, tempo, and
articulation and interpret them correctly when performing.
Music & Opera Terms worksheet (following page)
20 – 30 minutes
Students will identify and match words with their correct meanings.
Students will correctly match music and opera related terms with their
meanings.
Complete the worksheet.

Lesson Plan 2: Music – Melody & Harmony
Subject Area
Standard(s) Used

Lesson
Objective(s)

Materials
Time
Activities

Third Grade Music
Music Standard One: Students will use the performance of music as a means for
creative expression and communication.
Music Standard Two: Students will communicate their thoughts and ideas
through the creation of music.
Indicator: Students will perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied
repertoire of music.
a. perform on pitch, in rhythm, and with appropriate dynamics and technique,
while maintaining a steady tempo.
b. perform simple rhythmic, melodic, and chordal patterns accurately and
independently on instruments.
Indicator: Students will improvise melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
a. improvise "answers" in the same style to given rhythmic and melodic phrases.
b. improvise simple rhythmic and melodic ostinato accompaniments.
c. improvise simple rhythmic variations and simple melodic embellishments on
familiar melodies.
d. improvise short songs and instrumental pieces, using a variety of sound
sources.
Classroom instruments
20 minutes
Students will listen to the second movement (Andante) of Haydn’s “Surprise”
Symphony to hear how melody and harmony are related (also major and minor
keys). They should hear to how the orchestra sections exchange musical ideas
(phrasing).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVXalu0p1wo (start 9:35, end 16:05)
Why do students think this is nicknamed the “Surprise” Symphony?

Assessment
Homework

Students will play musical instruments alone and in groups, playing both melody
and harmony lines.
OR
Students will sing in groups, alternately singing the melody and harmony lines
to understand their relationship.
Students will define “melody” and “harmony” when playing musical
instruments.
When listening to music students will be able to identify and sing a melody.

Lesson Plan 3: Writing & Music Activity
Subject Area
Standard(s) Used

Lesson Objective(s)

Materials
Time
Activities

Third Grade Writing & Music
3.W.1.2 Students can identify a topic sentence, supporting details, and a
conclusion in a paragraph.
Music Standard Two: Students will communicate their thoughts and ideas
through the creation of music.
Writing:
 BASIC: write in manuscript with proper spacing;
 PROFICIENT: capitalize geographical names, holidays, special events,
titles of books and stories, and titles of people; use commas when
writing dates, city and state, and items in a series;
 ADVANCED: compose a paragraph with indentation, a topic sentence,
supporting details, and a conclusion; incorporating questions,
commands, statements and/or exclamations.
Music Indicator: Students will compose and arrange music within specified
guidelines.
a. create and arrange music to accompany readings or dramatizations.
b. create and arrange simple rhythmic and melodic pieces within specific
guidelines, using a variety of sound sources.
Paper, pencil
45 – 60 minutes
Students will write a paragraph about themselves. This should include how
they are feeling and what they enjoy doing in their free time.
Next,

Assessment
Homework

Students will compose a short leitmotif (theme) that represents them;
OR
Students will identify a song that depicts them (i.e. – “House Party” by Sam
Hunt might describe someone who likes to be with friends).
Students will read about themselves out loud and then perform/play the piece
that describes them.
Students can work on both the writing and music performance at home.

Lesson Plan 4: Concert Etiquette
Subject Area
Standard(s) Used
Lesson Objective(s)
Materials
Time
Activities

Third Grade Music
Music Standard Five: Understanding Relationships
Students will demonstrate audience behavior appropriate for the context and
style of music performed.
chairs
10 minutes
Students will be asked what they believe is and is not appropriate behavior in
the concert hall (running/walking, screaming/sitting quietly, when to use
restroom, etc.).
Students will discuss when it is an appropriate time to clap during the concert.
(When the conductor enters the stage, or when conductor turns around to the
audience at the conclusion of the piece – or movement).

Assessment
Homework

This may be acted out during class with a recording of a performance.
Attendance at the Young People’s Concert.
none

Lesson Plan 5: Post-concert Review
Subject Area

Standard(s) Used

Lesson
Objective(s)

Materials
Time
Activities

Assessment

Homework

Third Grade Listening, Viewing, and Speaking Standards
AND
Third Grade Music
3.LVS.1.1 Students can incorporate listening and viewing strategies to identify
the content of the presentation.
3.LVS.1.2 Students can recall the content of a visual and auditory presentation.
Music Indicator: Students will evaluate music and music performances.
a. evaluate performances and compositions given specific criteria.
b. explain, using appropriate music terminology, their personal preferences for
specific musical works and styles.
 incorporate listening and viewing strategies to identify the purpose and
content of a presentation;
 recall the content of a visual and auditory presentation (basic);
OR
 explain the content of visual and auditory presentations
(proficient/advanced);
Chart on following page
30 – 45 minutes
Following the performance, students will be asked to discuss their concert
experience in small groups. Students will be asked to answer the following
questions:
1) What was your favorite part of the performance?
2) What did you like least about the performance?
3) If you attended another concert, what would you do differently?
Your docent may enjoy being invited back to your classroom to participate in
the discussion of the performance (if applicable).
Students will write a review of the performance they saw using the following
chart to organize their thoughts. They should consider the audience they are
writing for – a blog review; school news; recommendation to a friend, etc.
A review is a personal piece and should show student reactions to a
performance and sense of humor. In addition to constructive criticism, concert
reviews should also be entertaining to read! Students should try to make
people feel like they were actually sitting next to them at concert. We believe
everyone can share their experience, no matter what their background,
knowledge, writing skills etc. Students can write anything they want, positive or
negative, as long as it is an original, independent and honest opinion.
Write a review of the Young People’s Concert – American Roots

Review of American Roots

Concert Hall
Impressions

Music
(Favorite/
Least Favorite
Moments)

How did the
concert make you
feel?

How many starts would you give this performance?
Overall
Impression
(Stars/Narrative)
Why?

Lesson Plan 6: Post-concert thank you notes
Subject Area
Standard(s) Used

Lesson Objective(s)

Materials
Time
Activities

Assessment
Homework

Third Grade Writing Standards
3.W.1.2 Students can identify a topic sentence, supporting details, and a
conclusion in a paragraph.
3.W.1.3 Students can write a paragraph using supporting details.
3.W.1.4 Students can write a friendly letter, thank you notes, and invitations.
 write friendly letters, thank you notes, or invitations with proper
capitalization and punctuation with assistance (basic);
 write in manuscript with proper spacing (basic);
OR
 capitalize geographical names, holidays, special events, titles of books
and stories, and titles of people (proficient);
 use commas when writing dates, city and state, and items in a
series(proficient);
OR
 compose a paragraph with indentation, a topic sentence, supporting
details, and a conclusion; incorporating questions, commands,
statements and/or exclamations (advanced).
notebook paper, pencil/pen, addresses of sponsors of Young People’s Concerts
and South Dakota Symphony Orchestra
30 minutes
Students will write a short thank you note to chosen concert sponsor and/or
South Dakota Symphony Orchestra musicians
Concert Sponsors:
Citi
First PREMIER Bank
Gilchrist Foundation
RBC Wealth Management
South Dakota Symphony Orchestra League
Xcel Energy
Letters can be mailed to the SDSO Offices to be distributed to the concert
sponsors.
Students can finish the letter at home if not enough time is available during the
school day.

Additional Music Activity: Music in Society
Subject Area
Standard(s) Used
Lesson Objective(s)
Materials

Third Grade Music
Music Standard Five: Understanding Relationships
Identify various uses of music in their daily experiences and describe
characteristics that make certain music suitable for each use.
YouTube videos of commercials and various movie scenes where music is used
to convey emotions:
Power (Imperial March from “Star Wars”)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R55e-uHQna0
Love (Tchaikovsky – Romeo & Juliet)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upyQMC-ioKE
Sadness (Theme from “Love Story” (1970))
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWlNhHGUfDU
Heroes (Wagner – Ride of the Valkyries)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HanD9RjfHA

Time
Activities
Assessment

Excitement (Copland – Rodeo)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ajQYANLiug
30 – 45 minutes
Students will watch and listen to various video clips with classical music
expressing different emotions.
Students will identify the emotions expressed by the music when prompted by
the teacher.
Students will express their reactions to each musical excerpt using an art
medium (drawing, painting, etc.).

Homework

Students will explain how artists use their work to share an experience or
communicate ideas.
Students will be asked to identify 3 additional times when music is used to
convey emotions (for example – TV commercials, movies, radio commercials,
etc.).

Color Doosook Kim’s Violin!

